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This comparison uses 2023/2024 data from the Arts Council on libraries and draws on the latest available figures from the DCMS Data Trends 2023—-2024.
These datasets represent the most up-to-date national picture for public libraries. Source: Supporting libraries | Arts Council England

To compare West Berkshire with the national trend, we compiled the total figures for each activity within West Berkshire. These figures were normalised by
calculating per capita values based on the local population. We then assessed the percentage difference to determine how much higher or lower West

Berkshire’s figures are compared to the corresponding national figures.

This indicates that West Berkshire is performing above the national average in areas such as events, physical book issues, and e-audio issues.
However, there are areas for improvement. Our eBook usage is currently below the national average, as are physical visits to library sites. To address this, we
should focus on promoting eBook usage and encouraging more in-person visits to bring these figures closer to national trends.


https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/supporting-arts-museums-and-libraries/supporting-libraries
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Comparison with Similar Local Authorities

To assess performance, West Berkshire has been compared with the following authorities: Reading, RBWM (Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead),
North Somerset, Portsmouth, North Lincolnshire, Walsall, and Swindon.

The comparison focuses on key measures of library usage:

Total Active Members

Number of Physical Events
Attendance at Physical Events
Physical Book Issues

Physical Audio Book Issues
eBook Issues

Digital Audio Book Issues
Physical Visitors to Library Sites

For comparison with other local authorities- we compiled the total figures for each activity across all authorities. Then calculated per capita values based on
each authority’s population. Using these figures, we determined the average per capita for each activity and then assessed how much higher or lower West
Berkshire’s figures are compared to the average, expressed as a percentage.
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Using the average per capita library usage across these authorities, the following results were calculated.
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Summary of Findings

o West Berkshire ranks 3rd overall for average per capita usage among the authorities compared.
e The average per capita usage across all authorities is 0.61, while West Berkshire stands at 0.69, which is 13% higher than the group average.
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Key Highlights

e Physical Audio Book Issues: 131.6% above average
e Physical Book Issues: 44.1% above average.
e Physical Event Attendance: 54.6% above average.

Areas for Improvement

e eBook Issues: Only 15.3% above average, indicating potential for growth in digital engagement.

o Active Members: Slightly below average (-3.2%). Note: This figure reflects members who borrowed physical books only; digital usage is excluded.
e Physical Visits: 6.1% below average.

This comparison provides a clear picture of where West Berkshire performs strongly and where there are opportunities to improve relative to similar
authorities.



